Technical considerations in lung transplantation.
The technical aspects of lung transplantation have been refined over the past two decades. Anomalous donor anatomy and suboptimal harvests do not preclude transplantation, but they must be appropriately dealt with to ensure good outcomes. New techniques have been developed to increase the donor pool. Techniques for recipient pneumonectomy and graft implantation have been optimized, and ways of dealing with difficult exposures and anatomic variants have been designed. Novel methods for prevention of ischemia-reperfusion injury have been developed based on experimental studies, but more complete clinical scrutiny is needed to determine their impact.